Tavistock Policy Seminars
Connecting public policy and human relationships

The Future of Work in the Therapeutic Sector
Thursday 16 November 2017 (6pm - 8pm)
Venue 5th floor Lecture Theatre, The Tavistock Centre, 120 Belsize Lane, London, NW3 5BA
Fee Free
Book online at eventbrite.co.uk/e/tavistock-centre-the-future-of-work-in-the-therapeutic-sector-tickets-39078200951
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Julian Lousada

This seminar will present the results of the 2016 Surviving Work Survey, which looked at the future of work in
the therapeutic sector. Over 1500 people working in mental health from across the UK answered
straightforward questions about their working conditions, incomes, concerns and experiences. The results of
the survey will be launched at www.thefutureoftherapy.org (website live from 13 November 2017).
Elizabeth will comment on the emerging sectoral trends: the growth of self-employment and un-waged work,
performance management and the tyranny of targets, and the role of the therapeutic training and professional
bodies in defending quality services. The answers open up a debate about how can frontline workers prepare
for the future of work in the current crisis?
Speakers
Elizabeth Cotton is a writer and educator in the field of mental health at work. Previously she was head of
education for the Miners’ International and is now a Senior Lecturer at Middlesex University specialising in
employment relations and mental health at work. Elizabeth is the founder of Surviving work
www.survivingwork.org an intervention and critical resource for working people on how to do it. Her new
book Surviving Work in Healthcare (published by Routledge) offers a critique of healthcare management and
offers an alternative model of solidarity of work. It has been nominated for the Chartered Management
Institute’s book of the year.
Julian Lousada is a psychoanalyst, organisational consultant and a founding partner of Peoplein-systems. He is
a former clinical director of the adult department at the Tavistock & Portman NHS Foundation Trust. He was
previously chair of the British Psychoanalytic Council.
Programme
The seminar will begin at 6.00 pm with a short break for refreshments at 6.45, after which the seminar
resumes with an open dialogue and ends with brief commentary from the speaker.
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